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CHLOROFORM FOR THE CORPSE

OB DICKERING didn’t like
it.

Thelma Gordon had gone*to
spend the week.end at the
apartment of Margaret Moore,
the wsinger, in another city.
She'd gone there to discuss
Miss Moore's appearance at the
forthcoming Society Reliel Ball,
and that's all there was to it.
Margaret Moore, at 45, was
well-known as a stiff.backed,
respectable to the nth degree
woman, and Thelma had an.
ticipated a dull three Yays.

And then, on the very eve.-
ning Thelma had arrived at

. t Moore’s apartment,
Bob had received a phone call
from her, “Hangman,” Thelma's
yoice, low and frightened, had
said, "come at oncel Something
terrible's happened.”

89, Bob didn't like it. As The
Hangman, he leaped into his
car and drove down to Mar.
Raret Moore's apartment, The
moment he entered the door,
lﬁ liked it less.
‘M'm%mttered all
oty There mus
have been fully & dozen of them:
And i the center of the room,
seated in u deep red Morriy
Mi"lfﬂ Thelma Gordon,

e
] -

% hd handcuffy on  her

A HANGMAN STORY
By SCOTT FELDMAN

Moore, the concert singer. Did
it very neat, too. Crept up_m
Moore when she was sleeping
and suffocated her with an
overdose of chloroform . . ."

“What,”" The Hangman said,
“makes you think Thelma Gor-
don did it?"

Brady's eyebrows lifted. "l
see you know the blonde babe's
name,  he said. “Well, Hang-
man, I'll tell you.  If the coron-
er tells you the corpse died
{from an overdose of chloroform,
and you happen to spot a week.
end guest's luggage open with
a bottle of chloroform plainly
visible, wouldn't you, too, kind
of figure maybe that guest had
something to do with the
crime?”

“Maybe I would” The Hang.

_man said, He turned to Thelma.

“What about that chloroform,
Thelma?™

Thelma looked up at him,
There were tears deep in her
€yes. “Someone planted ity

she said. “Someone planted it
on me

Brady Yuﬁawed. “That's
what they a) say , . ."

“Easy, Brady," The Hang.
man said. "Don't be 5o quick
10 pin this charge on Miss
Gordon, You're liable to find
yoursell looking pretty foolish™
He spun around on his heel and
looked at o fow of doors tinw
the hall, “Which s Miss Moo .
room?™ he asked, s

“Third ¢
Brady said, “11) oy "¢
led the way d
'nltm B I'W
followed hi

lefy,”
" lhﬂw yﬂ‘u‘“ HE
Own the hﬂll, and
m. The H

furniture, the ultra-modern bed,

|
|
1
i
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dressing table and chairs,. He
noted the modern indirect hght.

irfig, the modern pictures on the
walls. And then he notéd that
the window was open. . . .

That was funny, Why leave

a window open in mid.winter?
“Was Miss Moore found

dead in this room?"” The Hang-

man asked. '

“Right,” said Brady. “The
Black Maria took her down to
the morgue just a couple of
minutes before you arrived.”

“Then tell me one thing,
Brady. Do you know whether

Margaret Moore was a fresh
air fiend?"” '

“Blamed if I can tell you”
Brady said. I didn't know the
dame personal.” An idea sud.
denly lighted up his face. “Her
maid probably can tell you,
though. I'll get her.”

“Good idea,” said The Hang-
man. “As a matter of fact, you
might assemble everyone who
Was in the house at the time
of the murder, If my hunch is
correct, I may be able to tl".'”_j

You who really killed Margaret
Moore!™ 1

Four people other than Mar.
garet Moore had been in thl"i
house at the time of the mure

der. The Hangman looked them'
over,

Z hree, Gerald Mm.":-
“TRaret’s brother, who live

in tht. house gnd wrote man
l:f Miss Moore's songs, An
our, Katherine Cole, a frien

of Margaret’s. K i
ath h
started out op e calh

4t exactly the



Miss Moore, but had been very
much less successful, and had
given up after two years of

tryouts.

The Hangman turned to Miss
Moore's maid. “*Miss Allen,” he
said, “I'll ask you the same
question I asked Lieutenant
Brady. Was Margaret Moore a
fresh air fiend?”

Mary Allen smiled sadly.
“If anything, she was just the
opposite,” she said. “"She hated
breezes blowing on her when
she slept. The windows in her
room were always tightly lock-
ed.”

The Hangman nodded. His
hunch had been correct. He'd
suspected Miss Moore didn't
like her window open when
he'd looked at it. The paint at
the sides of the window had
been smooth, almost unbroken,
indicating that the window was
rarely opened.

And yet it had been opened
on the mght of the murder,
Why?

The Hangman rejected the
possibility that i1t had been
opened to permit someone to
enter the house, There was no
fire escape outside, and Miss
Moore occupied the fifteenth
floor of an apartment building.

The' Hangman knew the
reason.

“1 want to establish a fact,”
he said. "Will you, Miss Allen,
and you, Mr. Moore, testify
that Thelma Gordon has spent
week-ends here . before this
one?"” L

“Several times,” Moore said.
“Probably more than a dozen
in the last few years. Miss
Moore always appeared at
Miss Gordon's society benefits,
and Miss Gordon stayed Here
often to discuss the nntﬂrlmn
ment program.”

“Good. And now-—you, Miss
Allen. How long have you been
employed by Miss Moore?"

“I've been with her for ten
years.”

“And you've lived here with
her in this apartment for how
lﬂnﬂ?“

“Ever since she moved into
this place five years ago.”

The Hangman smiled again.
“And you, Mr, Moore, how long
have you lived in this apart.
ment?”

“Five years,” Moore said.
He frowned. "I don’t get what
you're driving at.”

“You will in a minute,” The
Hangman said. He turned and
locked at Katherine Cole. “How
often have you stayed here in
the past, Miss Cole?"

Katherine Cole was a big
woman with cold, hard eyes.
“This is my first visit,” she
said.

And then she moved back and
pressed against the wall. The
shadow of a noose had fallen
across her features,

“There’s your murderer,
Lieutenant Brady,” The Hang-
man said.

Brady scratched his
and looked vague.

“Didn’'t you stop to wonder
why the window was left open
in Miss Moore's room? You
heard Mary Allen testify that
Miss Moore hatéd breezes blow-
ing across her face." He paused
as sudden understanding spread
over Brady's features. “Exact-
ly. The killer entered Miss
Moore's room and killed her
with an overdose of chloroform.
The killer had one purpose in
using this unique method of
murder. If, by the time the mur-
der was discovered the smell
of chloroform had gone from
the room, murder wouldn't even
be suspected. Miss Moore's
death would be put down to
natural cnuul-—-—nvcrwork. per-
haps."

He paused for breath. “And
$0 the killer opened the win-

head

dow to let the smell i m—
and in doing s0 made thl mise
take which 'is going to send
her to the gallows, She revealed
herself as the only person in
the household who wasn't
familiar with the workings of
the place, This is an ullu.
modern apartment. The killer,
having never been here before,

didn’t know one thing which
every other person staying here .
did know—that no window had
to be opened to dispel the odor
of chloroform, because the
apartment is air conditioned!”

The Hangman looked at tha
murderess, “This is pure de-
duction, but I'm willing to bet
that Thelma’s room is right
next to Katherine Cole’s, with
an adjoining door in between.
Katherlne Cole slipped into
Thelma's room as Thelma slept,
and put the chloroform . into
Thelma's overnight bag. This
was for safety's sake, in case
someone found out about thl |
chloroform.” : \

“And someone did, too,”™
Bady said. “"Mary Allen came
into Miss Moore's room to see
if she was cnmfm'tlbl", and
smelled the chloroform. That
was how the murder 'li'l.l d'il-'
covered.” :

“Well, there it is,” The hnnf
man said, “Correct, Hin Call?“

Katherine Cole ﬂu:hpad 14!0
a chair. “Everything you :
is true,” she said, wearily, “I i
was jealous of her, lnd. I
her for good. She me
of all my ¢

success at singing whil
to give up, I l:u'oodod

-—-Iﬂlt that I had to
back. And I did. s

“All ria:ht.Bﬂ&y,“m_
man said. “Take lh-l cuffs off
Miss Gﬂ'l’dﬂﬂ—iﬂd 1.'— She,
looks as if she's going to sock
yuu——md du'md-
stand around m‘g pp
she dm“ LN “'E
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WHAT A FOOL! ME
FORGOT TO CPEN
IT/ 76 TS/

WAS LOOKIN FOR!/
I HOFPE IT'S A FAST
ONE !

M SORRY, OFFICER, S R
M AERAL HE WON'T =
BE ABLE TO WALK BOY YOU SAVED US Y] |[JUST THEN THEY CAKRY GEE, 1 »OVE

BACK RIGHT NOW/ YOU ALOT OF TROUBLE! } HE FLE.LE
SEE, HE jFELL"AGANST N o} THRU, W{
THE DOOR OF THE . e WA X vo af

| CAR, UNFORTUNATELY/




i

'.'“‘TM AEFTAL ==
r ST AND DONT EXEX

T D:
ELF! YOUVE LOST ALLT .
< L OoD ! LUCKLY HE MSSED YOUR

FAZT BY AN NOW!

‘FLT st

2

CALL ME/BUT ILOVED A
GOCO TWME,

TOO MUCH, T\W AFTAD/
YEG AND [ S4W TOO MANY
BOTTLES, JUST LKE
MERE *~

MADE THEM
CRUNIK, HATH

QUENCHD THEM, HATH
GIVEN WE FRE! "

NGHT, PARTING 15
SUCH M¢ SWEET
HM',THAT [
[ SHALL Say GOO0 N\GHT
TLL IT BE TOMORROW!!

MNHEN | |
,'."I,F'I.II i"."ﬁ"l.J ':.‘h:':" -

1."..% "i'.'lTH M

e

T GET &

OKAY, SHAKE -
ENOUGH!NOW

=~/ CONE ON /
’ MAKE T SNAFFY <
YOU TWOINEVE G
ON' / '\




B0, BOYI?CAN /GOT A NASTY

WELL WHAT DO ©

YOU THINK OF THAT/

SUCH CALLOUsNESS/HE
MLUET BE HEARTLESS/

HELF YOour
I A POCTOR!

™ SORRY,

MY BOY!

_AS YOU 6EE,00C, | PULLED

THRU ALLRIGHTT IT WAS oMLY .
ACUT/ -

YES, DUSTY, THAT

WAS ONLY OME OF
THE CHARACTER
ISTICS OF JOHNNY

OF OUR FAR QITY/ HE SEEMED TO BE WWUNE

b TQ PROSECUTION, ESPEIIALLY SINCE OUR
| ENERGETIC MAYOR "WAS BUSY IN THE

..f i,

-x../i._x.n-ﬁmigm e
\,

o, . CAPITOL/

o,
—

AN

y

_‘ﬂ-...':.x—ﬁh—f-: e |

L
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:"I. Fc ‘..II""'"’ I.l-:__: Kl | I-r ‘f_f_. = a 44 f*‘ﬁh‘!._-‘ r'i-u- ::
- X Ir :u .,". -..:l --.\- "-"1 ;:EEm

NOY LISTEN, JOHNY,GO EASY, WLL
YO/ THE MAYOR WROTE MWE FROM
THE CAAITOL TO WFPE OUT T RE-
CENT WAVE OF CRWES, CX wELL BE

BAOYK ANC OO T HMGELF]

L e I— e . _—
THAT BVENNG, JONNY THREW ONE COF
ME WLD PARTIES / GLORIA WAS THERE.)

PONT MEANY
iT, BOSS/

.,..,GET YOUR THNGS READY
NOW/ ILL GIVE YOU A CHANOE
;ETE.V CUT YOUR NEW EX-
ONE ABOUT AMNESIA?




[ HOPE SHE WONT

[HIS  SLEEPING
POWDER/

COMWME ON, DOC,
FOLLOW ME AND LOCK
THE POOR AFTER

YOouU/

"ﬁ MEMBER WHAT
’;‘) HAPPENED 7
¢

Y

NOTICE THE TASTE OF |

WELL, HERE'S TO YOU® COOH, | FEEL S0 DRONSYER

FUTURE, GLORIA T M AY M 6000 TIRE
l A ! . T /
IT BE A HAPPY ONE/ GOT TO LIE goﬁfﬂw'

VELL [ HOPE IT WORKS OR "N
WE'LL BOTH BE SUNK/[WHY _
DI YOU HAVE TO WILL A4 SOLUTION =+-

_ -
ME WAS TCO MUCH '\ ' N\ N
OF A WISE GUY / A
falys ' L&H\W « B

e i

e AND NOW, MY BEAU
GLORIA WHEN YOU WAKE LP, YOU
WiLL LAST FROM WONT EVEN KNOW HOW IT
THREE TO FOUR HOURS/ B HAPPENED! THAT'S A GOOUD

ONE ON YOUR OLP = =
MAN £ WA, il iva T ST



\Y-=WHERE AM I 7 |
WHO AN [P T CANT
FEMENBER ANY THING.

THE FOLLOWNG WEEK
MAYOR GLBERT RETURN

VWULLIGAN WHY DIDNT Y

e

FHOLMDALE WAS FOUND MURDERED |\ WHY DD | )
LAST NGHT/ HS BODY WAS v DONT YOU TRY TO GET == B HIYA, MAYORN

FLOATING N THE EAST RKIVER! THAT JOHNNY TEMWLETONT ?-“‘ =T F YOU WANTED

HE WAS A HENCHMAY COF A THE WHOLE TOWN KNOWS TO SEE ME, YOU
- .

THAT HE'S BEHIND ALL PONT HAVE TO
THSY, BRNG HM N

ER OF TwTeny 1000 | RS NOW YOU TAKE YOUR ORDER
PAUGHTER, GLOR\A / BRI | "ROW US O% 1T'S CURTAINS
WELL, WHAT ARE R ) FOR YOU AND GLORIAIGET. IT7

YOU GONG TO 0o BB VUST KEEP AWAY FROMWM

ME, AND YOUR CAUGHTERLE
REMAIN FREE/' '

”ﬁa /7
AT YOU WIN, TEWPLETON/)

M HELPLESS IVE WARNED]

HER REPEATEQDLY TO
STAY AWvay FROM
YOU AND YOUR

o
i .- - .- ‘ - - I#.
A R T N S



GUT THRU A GUEER CONCOBNCE AN OFFICERW T TELC S

HAD NOT f_i{J'TTEH THE ORCER TO STAY LET ME TAE}: %T&ig
AavayY FEOM TEMPLETON-=- "li MAYOR/'] OONT KNOW ANY-
. ]

‘“_. ' JHING ABOUT THAT MURDER/

TEMPLETON, | WAS
JUST LOOKN FOR
YOUICOMWME Amwsf

' |

. AND YOU SAY
WHEN YOU ENTERED THE
LADIES AND GENTLE/ ROOM THERE YWAS GLORIA ——
JURY WE SHALL PROVE TO YoU STANDPING WITH A GUN IN HAT'S A LIE, SR!| WASS
HOW GLORIA GILBERT SHOT HER HAND, OVER THE THERE, TOO ! GLORIA WAS
AND KILLED THAT POORMAN | STEADY, |
IN COLD BLOOD/ AND MY DEAR/
THEN, MIND YOU, SHE
WENT DANCING AT A

L] - f .l";l N
’ i ‘:‘:1 |'J_ .I A, i "'
“‘t:-:.éy F aN——_T0
\ f rr

&3

mEI HE CAME BACK ALONVES A

ONE OCLOCK HE GAVE GLORIA A

SLEEPING POWDER WITH HER WINE/ THEN

WE PUT HER IN THE NEXT ROOM, IVITH
THE DEAL BODY OF TWITCHY/

THEN | GaAVE THE UNCONCIOUS GIRL AN

INJECTION WHICH CAUBED TEMPORARY
AMNES|A WHEN SHE WOKE UP!
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-."IF.L 1
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M GLAD THAT THEY COT \‘
THE B& SHOT, TEANVPLETON/
M ONLY SORRY ] QOULDNT /
BE WITH G- f

LOOK AT THAT, ROY/
HE MUST HAVE WAD
WITH HMW ALL
A\ THE TWE '’




; i
1%l i i
B
0
i T.. ’
i ‘I‘: |

|i" # rll : r I
Xy F I ]
II 1l :.. B
’ - _

A

_.'-m e K

B |* ROY AND DUSTY DECIDE &
k | TO AOON A BICYCLE TOUR

| JUST TO GET AWAY FROM’

i\ IT ALL/ FOR HOURS THEY

|| RIDE THRU THE MAJESTIC
STILLMNESS OF THE BLUE
MOUNTAING , WHEN SUDDEN-
LY THEY COME UPON

A HUMAN FIGURE,
STRETCHED OUT ON THE
ROAD. THEY BRING
THEIR BIKES TO A ;
' SUDDEN STOP, 3

rt ﬂhv
WERE TOO LOOK, DUSTY!
LATE, ROY, HE'S THERE'S
DEAD.S HIS SOME THING
BODY I§ ALL IN HIS HAND ./
BRUISED AND
BATTERED/, Zo

L)/ LOOKS LIKE
: HE’'S BEEN

"J" ¥, ‘t:’hn,", q—.
&l &40\

}}L"’ B o *'

'-/ W
¥

- i

THAT'S | Yo e
STRANGE'AMATCH BOOK Jaia
WITH TWO cROSSED '

MATCHES 7 T
WON




y PLUTS

’'d |
THE MATCH gl SRR NG TO

- ¥

DO WITH HIME

WE CAN'T '
LEAYE HIM

‘ NOW KEEP THING WE

s q& YOUR FEET | HLE?-AIJH&D‘:S'ES
Hﬂw CONNECT AN e ‘h Thos {5
THE BLANKET :

"HI'EI'H THE STICKS N THAT’S 17,

AND. TIE T

T0 THE FRAME
STRONG

df ENOUGH/

i ROAD IN THE MOUNTAI
HE WAGS ALREADY DE

SEE THAT
SIGN OQVER
THERE! TWO 4«

MORE MILES
TC THE NEXT

TOWN./

WE FOUND HIM ON TH
NG

AD;

50 WE TOOK_HIM STRAIGHT
- 10 YOUR

b OFFICE, %
SHERIFF." /4




WELL, BOYS, THE DOCTORS
S AID THAT HE DIED BY FALLING
OoOF F THE CLIFF AND HE WAS THEN RUN
ST RS
. IN LEAY
o~ . NOW ./

_
B‘;f{juﬁi; ,{_i ?'E y - P

e
Lo

TWO CROSSE
TREES IN EEGHT

[ TIRED, LEY’S
P\ STOP AT THAT
¥ INN. OVER
THERE.’

MPYOU 'IRE RIGHT.! T —_—
L YOU'RE /A ——

A\ AND FIND OUT/

LHAYE ARDRIE | SREVIRE
H

! }::N:}W SOMETHING / ALL TAKEN/
R ABOUT THAT /

i ACCIDENT/

I WHY, THESE -'
BERRS AL S
P THE Ah‘.’A-:ast




WAYBE ['M\ WRON

1 N MIND IF WE T LOOK AT AL L
! T?‘Liv%‘ﬂggT“ETH:HE ‘9:3- EAT 4 %:SEE ZERMANS IN
BEFORE WE LEAVE. S ERE ._'I._,'E_-._L-*'HEH
AUND MEETING: <

Ir.#‘

I'M HUNGRY. ||

AN ACCIDENT ,;
COINCIDENCE... ETIT?
MANNY BREWERS

. ARE OF GERMAN

THAT’S A
LEVER I1DEA
USTY, LET’S

N

/

I'M SORRY, MIBTER , MY
FRIENU FELL OFFE'd e
BIKE AND aoT HIMSELF A




\F | REFUSE, THEY
MIGHT GET SUSPICIOUS...
I THEY MIGHT TALK/

IE T LET
T. TAKE AN AWFUL

RIGHT , FOLLOW ' T 3" .

S 1T HAFF A YERY
SMALL ROOM F
YOU/ IT'6 NOT A
REGULAR GUEST
ROOM, BUT
0O, THOPE/

WELL, HERE B
WE ARE,
BOYS,/

YERY M
SIR! WE
AN EDesET

' IT.F

THE M

4

RIGHT IN THE
MORNINGS

‘lm

ICH, WE HAFF

TWO KIDS IN OUR HOUSE
WHO EAKED AN ACCIDENT 80
THEM A ROOM/

i

BY AN UNLU/CKY COINCIDENC
r~E CLE

THE SHOUL
BRUSHES BY AND DISCOVERS THE ..

¥
)

ASEE; 4 I WOULD G&IFF
I'M AFRAID THEY KNOW

| 7TOO MUCH ABOUT THIS
W\) PLACE/ ., ANYWAY T LOCKED !
‘ THEM INTO ‘THE

CORNER |, °
- M'f

SER

Y Sy,
¢ LOOK AT ?"H,q{:r
STEEL Fﬁ;_ﬁ??’i‘ﬂi‘

Wwinoowse 7

Y, \T'S LOCKED
OM THE OUTSIDE.
LOOKS LIKE WE
FELL INTO A

TRAP .  —H#-
ey

14

UCH,

@
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THHI

¢

BUT A FEW SECONDS LATE

A MIGHTY EXPLOSION

Fmﬁﬁrﬁ«?
THE NAZ/
. MEN, DON'T
POUR
s LET'EM GET
THROUGH
THE

AWAY .7

&GIVE HIM MY
$PECJALN /

HERE COMES ATTENTIS

THE FIRST ONE / i

LA L
YL
i:.:iir_" i

LUCKILy THE BOY BLOL/IES

ARE THROWN CLEA OFF THE

WRECKAGE AND LAND MINLSE
THE/ @ OUTER & LOTHING ON
THE x‘:AH"ﬂ""d—'ﬂ_I——— —
ACoD THING
WE WORE OUR SUPER
QUTFITS UNDERNEATH/ R
e c HURT :
DA NOoUsTY?

A

HURRY uwp/
DUSTY, HERE
COMES THE
ARTILLERY.!

e

i o

B A3

i &



(E'6 ALL YOURS,

f . ROY. AND IN

¥ JUST DROP IHb . 1o i F o~ LJ.:\\ R AN 'T:Ej'_'.ff

RIGHT NEXT T 5 . 7y 1 Ve CHARMING -
: A A \% 7 + Tsx, Tex/

.'ﬂ-"l
| FC
..I.'-

Y THE ANSWER
WHRAT ARE™ WE GOING TO OUR
1 OUESS THIS B B 70 0O WITH THAT BUNCH?| PRAYERS/
X WAS OUR LAST WE CAN'T CARRY THEM
- YiSITOR. - A\ ALL TO THE
LOCK AT THAT. | ' AELHE'EHFEE' o
ousty/ A sxoxT\' )/ A [} DN VVE,
WAVE BROAD-
CASTING SET./
IT SEEMS WE
STUMBLED
BGKT INTO
THEIR

—
F ri.-"ﬁ;ﬂf o
1.! ¢
- h e

—p
F-_‘;I
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;EEESI‘THIE

IS MAD

AGraS, /o8 CORRUGATED
METAL 1 DONIT
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WELL, MEN, WE JUST

AOT A CALL FROM WAGBHING TON,
THE DEAD MAN'S BEEN IODENTIFIED
AS AN F.B.1.MAN/ HE WAS AFTER
D BOME NAZIS AROUND THIS '

SHERIFF WE GOT THE
FELLOWS YOUIRE LOOKING

FOR ,SIGNED , SEALED
AND DELIVERED, RIGHT

IN THERE / AND AkL
THE EVIDENCE
vou WANT /

IT WO
BETTER THA:?ED

THOUGHT.

ASTRANGE SCENE /5 SMACT,

AS THE BOY BUDDIES DRIVE THE

TRACTOR WITH THE SHED DRAGG/AS

BEHIND, TOWARD THE NEXT TOWN,
WHERE ..., . -

-

' — ‘&ﬂ |

ﬂ S
1 ; . .
s :ﬁi.m - :-1--. . .. " w s 1 Iz g

&%

— ™
=

V... BETTER BE PREPARED./ %W PARDON,
TMEY'RE PROBABLY ARMER., | ME) SHERIFF,
I WANT TO
SHOW YOU ¥
SOMETHING VERY). MM

JUMPIN' JEEPERS/

OU BOYS DID THAT,
Tm.L.BEﬁ' YOURSELVES ! \MOTH/

MY CONGRATULATIONS/ | SHERIF
I COULDN'T HAVE DONE

BETTER MYSELE S
HINGTON Wikl IN ON THEM
WA Li- AND THEN

GLAD TO
PREAR ABOUT o/ THEN OROPPED
THIS




PROPHET F

AS THOUGH FROM THE PAGES
OF THE BIBLE STEFFED THE FAN-
TASTIC FIGURE OF THE PROFPH,
PREACHING THE GOSFPEL TO A
JEERING PEOFLE J WHAT WAS THE
STRANGE SECRET OF THIS CREA*
TURE OF THE PAST § THE SECRE
THAT WAS TO LEAD THE HANG*
MAN INTO THE BIZARRE ADYEN
TURE OF

THE VOICE OF DOOM[




OU ARE JSTRANGE

“FE BEWARE] :
[HEE, SENALTL OLO FELLOW

ASTONE /

o F 1 WARN

| A WORLLY | 'L-.--[-"*. MO IGN'T HE,

i i '-_: ._' l"ll‘l.\,. Il

N YOUR ENEMIES] THELMAR

I WONDER

-
o EET

- =

-

- el
s
il Ny

- e
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e

ey
T
-l.-

4 = a e is ]
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o
T
e
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SOOK W, TW/
THEGUY'S A FIETH

SO ITS AFIGHT
YOU WANT, EH/

(1L PUT YOU TO

SLEER WISE-GUY/] YOURE
BOTH TRYIN'TO &6TIK W B
TROUBLE/ YOU AND THAT 288

= YOU WERENT
& BLUND YOUD REALKZE
Tiie COUNTRY 15

UNPREPAREC/J}
B\ ASLEEP! /&

AND AMONGST THE CROWD, BOB

PICKEENG AND THELMA GORPON ===

WE QN THEL, WE'D BETTER GET THE
CLICE BEFORE THIS DEVELOTPS INTO A




ALL, FICGHT S GUND

EEEAK IT LFr WO

ETARTED THI® FIKH]
ANYHOW 7

\T'6 THAT PHONY PROPHE T° AGANI CHON YOUZ %G
BEEN SHOOTIN' YER MOUTH OFF ON MY BEAT
FOR THE LAST TIMES THS TWE M

KUNNIN' YOU W 7

t 1
1

i

'.'.I. ]'.l.i"" ...l "i-..:,{iﬂ

g )
¥ :; .i". [ H. .
I . r o 1
r i i - '
\

[-—-ANO T DONT KNOW WHO HE IS BUT EVERY MGOHT FOR AWEENR HE'S JUST THEN -~ FLASH==OUER
OR WHERE HE CAME Fi‘:‘:“nll, CHIEF--]| BEEN SHOUTIN' SOAVETHING ABOUT HNAVAL BASE AT FEARL HARBOR

[T — DEATH FROM THE SKIES ! EVEN SAID
T WOULD HAFFEN

TONGHT S

HAS JUST BEEN BOMBED
_BY THE JAFANESE/

THAT MAN'S
A BPY/

OU KNEW ALL ABOUT
THAT BOMBING BE-
FORE IT HAFPPENED/

HELLO FB1.7 THIS IS5 sERGE-
ANT KELLY S WE'VE GOT A
SPY POWN HERE/[S SEND

OVER A COUFLE OF MEN
RIGHT AWAY J

ME == A SPY CALLING /VER CAN
TELL WHAT
THOSE JAPS




——

WHEW? | GIVE UF, SARGE/ THIS
FELLOW'S JUST A HARMLESS OLD

-

?;}

[

, SOME WHERE/

AND YOL

s W | TRIER TV

MEZ | $HALL

WARN ULV,
| l'-—\‘\:‘FF "“T-

ITS NO USE, BLL
£8 SHUT UF LIKEA
clLAM/f

CRACKPAOT! SEND
HW OYER TO
NGHT COURT/

L& i

YOUR HONOR, HER
A WERIT OF HABEAS
CORFUS TO RELEA

JOES

HERE HE COMES \ MAYBE 50

NOW, BOB~THE | THELMA,
PROPHET/ I THAT
TELL YOU, THERES) PRE-
CF HIs
B Sed  TANLY A RE-
AN MARKABLE cowy-

MY CLIENT, ARSON

------

ES "'h.."_.::"'. 'i:'.i_E-

VER RAND

SE | BUT. SOME"

CAY YOULL
MAKE A
:"l“'FTJihEI'F

THEY ALL DXV

NICE WORK, RAND/

NCITING A

RIOT, EHT |¥

YOU GOT To |
SAY 7

\/

T ONLY THIS 1

2 i WHAT 7 J YEA-
URE AFACK ) ¢ e e M
WHAT HAVE /OoF Fools-aL |1 AU ROPHESY/ BLACKNI

[

OF YOUs /i

-

YOU FOOL T ]
TOLD YOU 1O
BF CAREFUL/

1 KNEW YOU'D
SPFRING ME/S

-] GIVE THEE ANOTHE

=]
WILL SMITE THIS QITY TO -
MORROW NIGHT— ITS
LIGHTS EXTINGUISHEDS




e - — —y

C Jn‘i'J'H RAND LET'S ) WAIT A MINUT E,
BEAT ITS THAT JOE/ I'VE SFEN A
OLD GUY GIVES LOT OF SLICK GUuYS
ME THE CREEFS S IH MY T, BUT
sl THIF GUYS RACKET
BEATS THEM ALL S

I

F YOURE EEALLY A
FROFHET, THIN YOU
KNOW MY DECISION
ALEEADY GULTY?
THIRTY DOLLAKG
O THIRTY DAYS/

ILL PAY HIS FINE, YOUR

UF TO sOME MORE OF
YOUK TRICKS, KANDT

WHY, YOUR HONOR. /" JUST A
TRYING TQO HELF THIS POOR 1y e
; _ \

Y'KNOYW, POF. | DON'T
KNOY WHAT YOUR GAME
e, BUT 1IT'S GOT ME

STUWFED/

{ GAME 7 T PLAY NO GAMES f
I AWM HERE TO HELF MAN -
KIND, TO LEAD MY FLOCK

| PARKNESS EVEN

LOOK, YOU'RE TALKING TO DIXIE RAND

SEE, THE SMARTEST MOUTH PECE /!

IN THE COUNTRY/ SUPPOSE YOU
By CROP THE ACT AND LET ME
1 _‘ IN ON YOUR RACKET/ acdl

SEE YOU POUBT ME, TOO/

YOU HAVE HELFED ME AND
NOW 1 SHALL HELF YOU -

WITH A PROPHECY/ pecrall

—— e
BEVWARE THE SPINMING WHEELS -+

HE WHEELS OF DEATH/



e GOT TO SWERVYE
TNOURE NUTE == GREAT SCOTT I':f-'EF-U; HE T-fu‘*t“.’
o T‘;Hu.T CAR AHEAD, IT'5 KD : "
NG/ =

-
E e

THANKS FOR MENNG ME, W GEE, DIXIE MUST BE GETTW
FROFPHET ! | GUESS YOURE HE EEALLY KNOWS WHAT'S SOFET-=FALLIN FOR
THE REAL McCOY AFTER GOING TO HAFFENY THAT GUY'S LINE/
ALL 7 HOPF N ML TAKE YOu b
R TO MY FLACE!

EX-"EXCUSE US, PRO-

NEX 3
PHET, 10 LIKE TO HAVE DLL?‘E‘E;;AI :"v-ri:hﬁ HEAD
A ‘!iAHm-i- FEI*.IATE A -

AND IN THE APARTAMENT Of
TALK WITH My _~— IS EVERY THNG

BOB DICKERING =--
FPALS 7 = N KEADINES s &
' : FOR THIS CiTy

SURPRIS F




GREAT SOOT/ IT'S A GURPRISE BLACK: A\ Y WHY THAT'S 6TZANGE ! 0 BETTER GO IN AND NOTIFY THE
OUT, THELMA === AND I''M AN AIZ - AD THERE'S A LIGHT IN NIGHT WATCHMAN OF THE BLACKOUT/
WAEDENS C'MON, I'VE GOT TO BE ON THE BANK [ GUESS HE PION'T HEAR THE SIREN/
THE JOB ! ] SEE ALL THE LIGHTS ARE - . YOU WAIT HERE THEL !

OUT IN THIS AREA/

- i
.":!-:'l '-u""-r._ ¢ 4".-.‘.

WHILE INSIDE THE BANK, AS THE NIOHT WATCHMAN MAKES HIS BOY, DIXIES HUNCH ABOUT THAT LROPHE
ROUNDS ==~ 2 - WAS OKAY, 1S BLACKOUT IS MADE TO ORPEL
b ¢ HE'S GOT _
LET HM HAVE, ITZ AND ; SHUT UPAND ¥
IT, DUTCH/ _ GET THAT
. GAFE OFENS

7 . ' .."'. \"‘-..‘
71 B

3 i,

THEN, THE TERRIF Y- b ™
ING SYMBOL OF POOM Fﬂy & 3 NEED MORE y
ALL CRMINALS AFPEARS —/ 48 AR REHEARSING.
THE GHADOW OF 74E ';rfr';.ﬂ AN ~
MHANGHAN 'S NOOSEF A
- ._—-——-—"' I

B I‘l
¥ ®




THE JIG'S UF/ WHEKEY ER
THAT HANGMAN |8~ THAT'S
WHERE 1 U_:_?N‘T PRANN

EVENY
1Al
F Ok
b 'ﬂ‘;: 'l..:— ;

YEEOW/
GANGIYAY
O LA i
5:\_1,.: I"'"-'

WAIT FOR ME,
BOYS/ M
GONG YOUR

nAY /!

YOU NAILED <7 QUICK,
HM FOR GOOD ) HANDOVER
=UAT TOMMY,
IS 15 OUR
CHANCE TO
GET RID OF
FERMANENT/

YwH
:?ﬁ THEY PICKED JUST THE
G TT OF A SURPRISE BLACK®
I ALMOST AS IF THEY
WABOUT 1T (N ADVANCE

R THE WHOLE

A
TR o AT 1 CANT FIGURE OUT IS



THEY LOOKRED LIKE SOMWIE OF EANDS GANG -+
LAY F=« LAND - BLACKOUT == THAT FEOFPHET =~
OF COURSE 7 L SEE IT ALL NOW ' LISTEN

THELMA CALL THE FOLICE AND GET THEM
OVEER TO KANLU'S FLACE AS FAST AS YOV
'l.,"-\['i'_'r H';_.-Ji'.'h:ﬁ Wi

HAVENT A MINUTE I
'O SPAKE _f
] '] . h--hl--"‘-.

MEANWHILE AT RAND'S AFARTMENT---i

”:1'-}"-.1 OFE POYS THE FROPHET WAS RIGHT ABOUT
THAT BLACKOUTY IF THE HANGHMAN HADN'T SHOWN
UF, WE WOULD HAVE MADE A CLEAN GET-AWAY”

HOW DD
HE GET
IN HEKE 7

NTERED -~~~

SO’ YOU HAVE
TURNED MY PROPHECY TO
YOUE EVIL FURFOSESY

HE HEARD ABOUT THAT &
BANK JOBS nLL HAVE 70
DO SOME FAST TALKIN'/

WELL,OWON, OPEN UPY\VERY WELL THEN, F YOU

IM GOING TO GET A INGIGT/ 1 PREDICT

PROPHECY IF I HAVE THAT YOU SHALL DIE

TO SLAP IT OUT OF IN THE HANGMAN'S
NOOSE

WHY, PROFPHE T/ HOW COWC
THINK SUCH A THINGf WEXE HO
BUSINESSMENT HOW ABOUT A NICE
LITTLE PREDICTION FOR TOMOR -
ROW NIGHT, EH T

WHY, YOU DIRTY -+~ $Q I'M GOING TO
DIE, AM [ & WELL HERE'S MY FREDICTION,

A YOU'RE CROAKIN' RIGHT NOW/







MFs\HﬁHIi.,tf--'f THERE'S RAND'S PLACE, & Bunl SURKEQUND THE HOUSE MEN!

[ Tt CHIEF! BETTERK WARN YOUR 3 CASEY, TAKE THE BACK EN-
MEMN TO BE CAREFUL, CHIEF/ ' ; TRANCEf KELLY, YOU TAKE
KAND'S MOBSTERS ARE ko THE ALLEY, AND KEEFP YOUR
EYES OPEN/

eTEF ON IT‘ YOU GUYS S I'VE GOT MY YEEOWY/Z IT'S EVERY:
CAR OUT===-\GQULP ==~ WEXE TOO ) MAN FOR HaMﬁELFf

- LATE? NOYY/

I OUTSMARTED THOSE
BULLS/NOW TO GET
OUT THROUGH

THE BACK

WHOA . THERE JOE/ YOU'RE
NOT THINKING OF RUNNING
OUT ON THE JUPGE, ARE
YOU ¢ HE'S SAVING A NICE
QELL FOR YOU/

SCURRYING LIKE RATS ON
A SINKING SHIPF THE MOB -
STERS SCATTER MADLY
TO ESCAPE THE FOLKCE
NET CLOSING INON

THEM ===~

S 57 7

TE R N



: HET ORK NU FKi FHE T
A IE PAND BNT GOING TO BE
BY ALONG

AT ONE DOES SR I :_.L'I
i SLIPPING THE DRADNE |
L o E . c .
= DUE RANDS AND THI
LANGMAN TAKES UF

THE CHA®E "
———

L HELLO, DUTCH/ WHAT'RE

/"Wfffﬁ’ YOU POINOF EJE ROl
£ 1 ING £ YOU'LL OF

:.'i‘ FLENTY UFAT Tb_a.E

— BIG HOUSE

CAND'S TRYING TO ORAB THAT | THEY DIDN'T HEAR ME --- SAY, SOMETHINGS
SPEEDBOAT ROFE ---HEY, YOU WRONG WITH RAND --- HE SEEMS TO BE
FELLOWS IN THE SPEEDROAT/ —_— ALL TANGLED UP IN THAT ROFPE/

'SA'F:lJ' TS A
MAN 7 HAUL HIb oy

VEEGW”‘:F..- HE'S DEAD-<-STRANGLED
RY OUR HITOHING ROPE I THE GUY FPUT HiS
= A OWN NECK IN
A NOOSE[S .

UGH * = WHAT A
WAY TO DIEY 4
WONDER
HOW |7
HAPPENED,






MANYARE THE DARK AND TRA-

GIC SECRETSHODEN ETERNALLY

N THEBLACKDEPTHS OF *OLE

MAN RIVER 7~ THE MIESISSIPPI! AND
STILL ANOTHER ONE WOULD HAVE BEEN
ADCED THAT FATEFUL NIGHT THE LUM-
BERNG FPADDLEBOAT CHURNED ALONG
ITS MURKY SURFACE.! FOR AMONG THE
FAEEEMEEE‘E‘-, THERE STALKED A DIABOLC
ALLY CLEVER MURDERERS AND THE
HANGMAN FINDS HMBELF PITTED
AGANST THE STRANGEST AND

MOBT PUZZLING CASE OF M5 CAREER,
AB HIS NOOGE REACHES -OUT FOR THE

MURDERER ON THE
M/ISS/ISS/PLL S




SON/ WOW!

AT T AN~/ THANKS, PARS
- = T I :jm \“"'.‘_1 m
SEPP| RIVER 5TEAMBOAT NG

-EL.-*::E 6] GAY " | 7

WE WJET BE
READY TCO
{ EAVE PORT.
THE LAST
PAGSENGERS

ARE COMNG

ER HEAVY \ SURE FEEBLS
AT THAT/ HERE|COOD TO
PERHAPS ATIF PUT THAT
ECOV SUIMTCAGE
DOWN/

T

RIGHT BEHND THE PAR-
SON L'EGME TWO MORE
£, !- : oy wm -

V 1AKE us TO O
BTATEROOM QUCKLY,
STEWARD/ POOR FFi
18 TRED ==+ I WANT
TO FEED HER!

COG DOESN'T
LKE ME, MISS ==

FIF| 1S
SUCH A

NAUGHTY
POG/!

£

TII.HAE MR, AND MRS, BRADBURY
MME ON THER Wav--- LR

HEY! YOUVE

M AWELLLY SORgY
SIRITLL HAVE Youz
SELONGINGS BACK IN
AJ-:F'-{.I

OH NO, YOU DONT/ GET!

‘ [ GET
VEUE HANDS OFE OF MY
I I-;NGSJ Tclu -




YOU DONT HAVE 1O GET). [THERE SURE ARE
SORE ABOUT IT! 1 wAS SOME QLUEFZ
ONLY TRYIN TO BE

HELPFUL! r

OO0 NEAVENS g | : FREDRICKS, THE
ABOUT QUEER CHARAC- GANGSTER WHO
TERG ! LOOK AT THAT waAS JUST LET
MAN WITH THE SLOUCH

FHELP/ HELP! %
HE'S --- KILLING




HANDS OFF HIM BROTHER! s OF HIE RAZY! M NOT
WLRDER'S ST/LA LLEGAL XE SN NTERESTED NI
N THS COUNTRY/ e g oug PRAVATE B

£ VOUKE -- YOURE i
¢

THATG THE SECOND TIME Y YOU FOOL! HE WAS WISE TO UG, [ YOU AR E CRAZY--JUS

THAT MADMAN AT TACKED ME | THAT STEWARD 1 TELL YOU/ HE WAS TRYING| | AS THE STEWARD

FIRST WHEN | TRED TO HELP MEANT NO B\ TO EXAMINE MY BAGGAGE!L \SAD/ IVE GOT A

HM PUT HE BELONGNGS BACK HARM/ ( GOCOD MIND TO WALK

N HE TRUNK-=-AND THE SE- _ OUT ON YOU/ ™

COND TIME WHEN [ WAS A \ -£3 | . ' GOMNG TO MY ROOM!
WALKING ANy ! : :

SUDDENLY. B8O T
[ OF THE M:AF‘ES QU1 QUICKLY BEOSB DICHERING
ICANT SETTLE DOWN/ — . FfE'n'nEk-EE HS OUTER
THERE'S AN 000 FEELING of l GREATGUNG, CLOTHNG AND EMERGES
T HAS | ,: THAT GRMW FOE OF
s V== THE HANGMA




| T1E HANGMAN RACES TO THE
L ek et

.p.-—n-f'lt-l-—"-ﬁl--.‘-

...-: AND OVES RIGHT INTO
THE, WATER ==~

NOW TO GET TO ‘FHE BOTTOM
AND FIND OUT IF [ s4v RIGH

&Y 'O BETTER
N DRAG THE BOOY _
ONTO GHORE 7--- 48

| (frgan

: : mi

. E g4 29>
a4

= BECAUSGE YOU CANT

FPROSECUTE A MURDERER
WITHOUT SHOWING A

HMM! IT'S THE
TOUGH GUY=-- THE
ONE WHO WAS
SETTNG OUT 10 |
STRANGLE
THAT ETEWARD/

FINIGH UP MY PLAN,,
AND THEN TRY TO
CATOMH THE SHiP

AT THE NEXT _#
PORT/ )



—

AMBOAT

NEXT DAY, AS THE STE \HERE - L 0RO e )
AGAIN MAKES FOR 1-=- e comr HAVE ) THIS EERIR N EARY, T 5 |

.

WAS THE MAN, THELS

HE'S PLENTY DEAD!

ASAMN DOHERNG BEQOMWES

o : "E MHAH# F IEAL..-II-\..; P]EE‘ ! I-'
THE HANOMAANTAND [ THNK |
e +

LY TOWORP THE STATEROOM

WHY== WY,

WLENSON A SOMEONE KNIFED KNOW WHO COM-J/ /OF MRS EVE BRADBURY/'EVE
5 THE AN HM. LOADED M8 WTTED TWE ErTE O I=T vV v
- o B - =1 Ral= =il UUlle ‘_‘\' EE{:{:‘E A A -"'"J =

¥ Vi By L =T

-

THE STEWARD!l ROOKE AND TOSSED)"

w ~n e -
W C E:E{\u:'- P WONVEE WHAT <)

HAE’:‘EHED ™
PON, LATELYS
Y

| : I.'”E"-.-’.... Y L -
TO CON/ HES SEps \AT/ENED
N! HE'S BEEN MizDER.
= e Il'.lHITE EED

o -

AND IVE REASONTO|
SUSPECT YOU KNOW.
PLENTY ABOUT




-« ILL TALK/S I TALKED HW INTO STEAL- | | BUT 1 DONT

3 THE JEWELS! WE WANTED.TO GET ANYTHING AB
WARRIED, AND WE COULDPNT BECAUBE THE MURCER!}
o THE CHICKEN FEED HE EARNED AS I SWEAR |T/ A

Tial. SECKETARY/S

MEANWHLE, THELMA HAS HER OWNIL
ICEAS ABOUT THE '

THNKING THAT WOMAN
DD IT-= M SURE THE
AL MJRCERER 1S THAT
L\ GANGSTER, MONK

ALL RIGHT, You!
GET YOUR HANDS
OUT OF= THAT
DRANER

1 DONT LKE

NOW IF 1 CAN ONLY FIND SNOOPY DAMES 10 Mpalt

THE JEWELS HICUEN SOME-
WHERE IN THIS STATEROCOM!

GET MOVIN' YW TSK, Tex! WONT Wi BUT IF YOURE N AN AND NOW MR, \/ My EVES/
YoU aNOME M YOU EVEN LET AWEUL HURRZY- | MY EYES
ARE GON FOR §\ A GIRL PRETTY WONT KEEP YOU ]

A LITTLE ONE- I\ HERSELF UP 7 @ WAITING ! HaNDe UP!
WAY WALIKS o : 5

--------



MERE'S THE E"ifk_:':;._: ML
CUESTION ABOUT =0 A GU
HANGMAN [ W2 "'“;_’"":.--. ET [
ME, BUT | MANAGED TO ©

- ANAY FROM HM,

e ALL RIGHT, HANGVAN-- TS JUST THAT:- WELL YOU KNOW B LiSTEN = YOUO BET-
L BUT | OON'T HAVE . WHAT WOULD HAPFEN £A G LY TER GO AND. GET THE
E.[.u..u. WITH MY REP WERE TRED For TTEWARD WHILE [ CRUSE
¥ MURDER! ID BE CONVIOTED | ARCOUND A BT/

EVEN IF [ 2/04'T DO IT! -




[GLOOENLY -~

"] DONT KNOW!
| SOMETHING SEEMS

O BE BOTHERING
. MM I

GET ANAY!

- ! F
HEY! WHAT'S THE -.‘:E”"'"‘“’*_ .

MAT TER WITH
THAT OOGT

AFTER THE
PARSON. ACGAN/

OH, DEAR/ THAT DOG ) HOLY...] OH, PARSON -] WONDER 'R NOW THAT YOU'RE

DOES SEEM TO WHEN THE DOG IF YOUD ACCOMPANY ME/ ' ALL HERE, THERE's

HAVE TAKEN A BIT AT HIf LEG, A QUESTIONNG SOME ; SOMETHING [ WIEH

DISLKE TO ME/ I THOUGHT I PEOFLE. AND ID LKE . TO SHOW YOU!
SAVY === YOU TO BE A WITNESS !

CERTAMLY
M GLAD TO

BUT FIRST-+ 1 WANT
TO CHECK UP ON

QUICKLY THE HANGCHAN RUSHES

L\ INTO A CERTAIN STATEROOM ==~
EOMETHING/ HOLD B f P ng
THE FORT, THELMAIZ




r KNEW YOU WERENT A FARSON YWHEN | 'E:J_l"r"r"
5 FRIEND, M AFRAD THE " 7 you £ .TT#T":: "-HGJ VERE WEARNG 5:.:,4;5;.1 PARSON
CAN TAKE ,G':f.j;? N MORE A WOULDN'T WEAR SPATS/ :-rH : EE;?E?
: LAR! YC ! WRE YOUR SUITCASE === 1 NE
™ CQF;REC'\ THAN [ AM/ 1HEA"'-. v T;.EhgTE‘b'--ER'D ASKED = IT
s WAS FLLED WITH ROCKS ! L)YENT
A O YOUR STATEROON AND FOUND
THE BAG EMWTY, T HALD
BEEN FLLED WIT
* ROCKS =-=*
ROCKSE TO
WEIGH POWN
WILKNSON'SS
BODY WHENS
NOU THREW I
MM OVER=
BOARD!

ALL !'-'ﬁ:"'.r. HAE&‘?':!\\;“*'\I"E.,: VE G0OT anT = o - 1 O
ITALL FIGLRED OUT/ SURE '\ REED 1 e A K

_".I'

W’{GEE JE']'UFE'_E. 'j‘-l'E'E"EZ ETG“E.\ ;.}, YWAIT. T

i

MTHE FOOL! WHERE DOES HE
T HELMA ==DONT \EXPECT TO RUN ABOARD
SHOOT ! THERE ARE ONE ¥
CR TWO THINGS ME
MASNT EXPLANED/
[ WANT TO GET Him

WILKINSON/ BUT YOU HAVEN'T :Z-C;'-




e —

T 1w
i

{TNUEG -~ COWN DECKS, THROUGH

S g d g B Pl 22 UNTIL FPINALLY -
FABING, THROUGH THE SALON ==+ CwAp v mﬁ'ﬂ“—ﬁffﬂ;:qf? ROUND A CORNER AND

AND AS THE HANGHAN STARES AROUND HM:-
el il - -

I WONDER WHERE HE YOULL FIND :‘._r‘j
COULD HAVE GONE ! A} SOON ENOUGH

"L |,_.-9E- AND NOW TO T;-Tm::r'r\' HM INTO
IT TO THE SHP'S FADCLE-WHEEBLT
LA CRACK YOUR :
kit ) HEAD OPEN/

.‘\-1.




WHY, THESE
-~ W™ MHTY, :
1e= DONT SUPPOSE THEKE'S MUCH N e WL 5 ARE PHONY,
| N TEL U 45 TE S
HAZM IN TELLING EVERYTH TREY WE PA:

hfgn;' HERE, HANGALAN, HMERE

ARE THE JEWELS WLKINSON

STOLE FROM ME/

-t AND THE PADDLE BOAT CHURNS
ALONG THE FACE OF 'OLE MAN .
EXACTLY, YOU SEE, 1D PAWNED THE
REAL JEWELS! THEN | MAD THESE

RIVER' THE RIVER WHOSE MURKY
YWATERS WOULD

MADE ** AND TEMPTED WILKNSON AANE ADDED

TO STEAL THEMW WHEN +& DO\[ ANCOTHER, TO

COLLECTED THE nSU £! S e Y ) "

NATURALLY  HAD TO COME bt R M O PR ' :;:ﬁ?::iﬁt

AFTER HW AND KILL A\ -~ BE- (e N TR ..

CAUGE WHEN HED TRY TO seL AESL 3 - a5

THEM S OMEWHERE THE WOy e 2 R ‘

THNG MIGHT COME OUT-+ 80411




ET FLLED WiTH PANTINGS
WHCH PON'T MAKE THE GRADE
STEPPED THE ARTIST, A

MAD MURDERER WHO PAID.
BACK FRANANESS ==-- WITH

Sy WES] W\ o VEATH/ THE ART /ST WAS |
N TS  FRUSTRATED, HS PANTINGS
/‘ _:J,.d.'-u ! W [ WERE NOT MAKING HM
I - R

B

4\ X FANOUS -+-~ AND HE SET OUT:
| .*,rfff"\w ,l'u": W X A Y - "

L] 'l-. ’ ":‘LH'. -*'

V) OGN 78 TO MAKE SURE THE WORLD

L VTN 8 WOULD HEAR OF ThEm e i

¢ - r - PANTED PIOTURES OF VAR
OVS PEOPLE BENG MURDER:
ED--~-ANO PRCCEEDED
TO KLL THE' PEOPLE N
EXACTLY THE Way PICTURED!
' 20 A GREAT MANY PEOPLE
CAME TO HEAR OF THE AR=
TIBT ] AND ONE OF THESE

"EOPLE WAS THE AROM-
ENEMY OF BV ==~

THE HANGMANY




— ™ 'SNG Al T NE -
OUR STORY OF g, D_"::-_"_'r_::p—t:_l ' f.::":ﬂ'DIENLT THE DOOR CPENS A WHAT/ YO MHERE AGANP IVE
aALE PORTREAIT PANTER - ¥ FINR MR, ROCKHILL, EEGFD YOU THAT YOLR WORK
2 The, S T COULD [--- SEE | ‘:’;"5_ ABSOLUTELY NO PRO~
" 5. Wiy YOU FOR A MISE| wﬂtat:f NOU PLEASE $TOP AN-
: . I.r. M M'hUTE ? |P‘G Mi'f
| '-':"-I £3)i
| ] i|
= = ¥ ¥
i f#“ -
/ T

JUST A MOWMENT, MR, ROOKHILL / GET READY FOR A SUR-
THIS PAINTING 16 QUITE OF- PRISE. MY DEAR MR,
FERENT EROM THE | M ROCKHILL [
OTHERS ! IM SURE
ITLL INTEREST

LOOKTHOW DO YOU LIKE MY WHAT === 7 WILSON, HAVE
MASTERPIECE P THAT'S THE \VAY YOU GONE MAD” NO -+
YOURE GOING TO DIE, ROCKHLL! ‘
HEM, HEH/ THAT '8 THE WAY

YOU'RE




AT THAT MOMENT, AT THE FO-
LICE COMMBAONER'S CFFICE--

[ITELL YOU. MR. COMMISSIONER
NYOUVE GOT TO FIND THIS
MURDPERER! YOUVE GOT TD -
OR HE'LL KLL UG NEXT/

HAM P EUNNY ""E.:*
pANTING ]

ARE YOU GONG TO FERMIT THI
THE STREETS?

WHAT OU GOWNG 10

DO ARDUT IT T ANSWER

ll"E F

SUDDEN T - S |
Tere ;-:E‘f A FJ»;EE_EN 'VE COME TO TELL YOU THAT
1 ROOM, THE :E-E BEEN THINKING ABOUT
'HIS CASES WITHIN THZEE

— ‘J-TM E‘-&r‘;é', 1 NOPE TO ORACK



[AND NOW LET'S  LOOK INTO ]
THE FASTS WHAT START EQ JOWN
WILECN, THE ART/ST ON =&
BLOODY CAREER 7 READ
ON AND SEE, AS WILSON
ENTERS A SWWANKY AR

INSIDE TWE CALLERY, WILSON
PLEADS WITH JULAN JONAS
WONER OF  THE .

WHEW! WE'VE WALKEDL JUST TWO
THREE FLIGHTS AL- AMORE FLIGHTS
READY! HOW

F ONLY TO STOP Yyou
FROM ANNOYING ME
'Ll LOOK AT YOUR

BPLASTED FAINTINGS 1

CH, PLEASE WR. JONES?
FLEASE DONT GO/
L EASE !

THEY ARE SR == THEY ARE !
WERE == THIS 15 MY MASTER ~ 4
PECE WWTER MORNT

=y T DOWN:--HEY,
THIS CHAIR'S CAVING

YOUR PANTINGS
WaD SETTER

BE WORTHWHILE!

HA HA HAS |GUESS
| THE JOKE'S ON ME/
| COMING ALL THE YWAY

* \ OVER TO SEE 7#A7/ )}

N WAHAT 7 S ?FJTHC‘UF& MASTERFIECE [
GOOP HEAVENS,MAN-=- T'S
w AWEUL Y

i

T ;;-i:ll;l.-:.qlr":.."‘ |I :".l: I'\ I;'J-II-I::-I-:.
2 U] ‘ -:,.!{THE-.L g
':.' g " 'l:".l ﬁ‘ I} "
Gt R
|- e ;




o ﬂ
ENTEREL

JTHEN LATER, WLSCN BN
AN ART STORE--~
& ’

W\
T HOPE WE HAS THOSE
GUFFLES READY FO¥
ME/)

NOINOT YOU CANT TAKE
THESE GUPPLES BACK) | NEED
THEWM FOR MY WORK!)

— - e : - .
uL..fC*-r WiTH ME WILLYA?




I Ny L HOURE LATER -
mid AT . ; ™,
KHLLED MM T : I' : ( 4

GET THE LATEST |
PAPER [ MURDER -

N AN ART 9UP-

AND THE ARTIST RUSHES
CUT OF THE STORE, FOR-
GETTING THE PORTRAIT HE
HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM

L] . r 1 '
HEY === MY= MY PAPER! WHAT HEY=~= YOU CROCK ¥ o8 LOOK! THEY VE &V
it URCER., A FULIL-PAEE
HAPFENED TO MY NEWS - COME BACK WiTH o ";"; ’ .
MOER, - READ/! AND=-AND THERE'S
THAT NEWSPALERS - _ THE PORTRAITI PAINTED
FEATURED RIGHT N THE
CENTER OF (T/

WHAT ATWIST OF
FATE/BEFORE THS
| COULDN'T GET MY

VERY WELL THEN/ THIS 1S ONLY THE
BESINNING / ILL PAY BALK AFEW

Sl e r” | SEBTS---AND BECOME AWORLDFAMOUS
PAINTINGS EXHIBMNTED - PAINTER AT THE =

! SAMVE TIM _E,"'
NYWHERE /! AND MWL 3 _ R -
THROUSH MURDER ==
MILLIONS WIiLL SEE




WLEBON RETURNS TO
GALLERY ==~

GET OUT OF MY YR | | THERE, MR, JONAS/ HOW

tﬁv ;'r-#..-:—' ] | N " R OO YOU LIKE TAH/S
WRAF T! 1 ; : i \

TAND! WHAD =

- ".'Q"-J;“'LE‘:'."'? A VEG j"E'MI:lHAE.' IVE
OONE CRAZY P ch.-h;ggfzw ALL
. Kot [ ===




— —

THE DAYS: THAT FOLLOW =~
[

? AFTER MURDER OCCURS

. . "‘ ' LE \-I..'HAT
— 1 F . l" L% ) i L oy rT ﬁﬁE"Hﬁ
AND THEN, AT THE OFFICE OF THE : 10 !
EDTOR OF ART REV/EWS MAGAZIVE

EH? WHAT'S THAT 7
A PACKAGE FOR NMET

R o) o ¥ 1 — - B

| - HIM/ NOW TO. . GOOD LORD/ 750 YouRe
AND DOWNGTARS, THE HANGHAN \ A T (T'S.. THE MANGMAN/

THE ART/ST/
WHO HAS BEEN &0URING THE - —_—

. : LOOKS LIKE *
ART CISTRICT, HEARS -+ '~ e - | IVE COME TO
SN \ THE END OF,
JHE TRAIL/

A




VOURE RIGHT, HANGMAN!

THIS /8 THE END OF
THE TRAL...FOR YOU/

Y RETTER
IMPROVE
YOUR AlM
REFORE YOU
BOAST,
MURDERER!

|

L

GET THAT THROUSH YOUR
HEAD, YOU SCRAWNY RAT/
S\ YOURE HEADED FOR
N\ THE GALLOW S/

[BUT AS THE MANGHAN
TALKG THE ART/IET
STEALTHILY MOYES A
FOOT FORWARD

-

AN

0, | NO HANGMAN. THIS
N INVE YOURE wrong

. ]
X
4 J-
¥ N 3

3 il 1 a "|: " '.l'- .--'#
:-;ri 1|3f}l!_‘ lk ‘:_. .‘r
i L ) .1" - I ".

1] F |

EF i Ve ﬁ
AN

\

a

=

ﬂ. D

I
| ":E ’

AN/

it
' ?( o por s N
% r | % ,l- | _'. "|!| i
- --_r’?’i%'s O




F :-}"r; Fm THE ART/ST 6CANS A T it | UE WHO ONCESRTERWD AT
N : | . £ RIDICULED ME,T DONT THINK HE'LL SNEER TWIS
i , TIME. IN FACT I SHOULDN'T BE SURPRSED
'E M?‘Wﬂﬂ.iﬂ CF ART WERE 'TO LEAVE MM
ﬂtﬁé O{JP-T{ EA.H'.I'.'.'-i. HAHA HA [ YES | MOREVER APELT
A <L '
pE e Y\
A
pET ANET R
PO
OO P‘fﬁ:"oﬁ'

INTERESTING/
VERY INTERESTING/
A SPLENDID CPPOR =~
TUNITY 7O RENE'W
MY ACQUAINTANCE -
SHIP WITH ME LALRIE.

LATER THAT DAY, NCHAEL LAURIE
ARRIVES AT AMBOY HALL -~

[GUESS THE ‘

EXHBIT'S
ABOUT TO
STARTS

AND AS LAURIE TALKS, A
FIGURE WATOHES TENSELY,

I WLL NOW PRO-
CEED TO DECUSS
THESE FAINTINGS!
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NOTE THIS PAINTING -- RERERR  AND NOW FOR THE
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A GREAT WORK/ L mmpa/




(Toes 1S THE ART/IST/
MHES AFTER ME!
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UP I[N THE LIGHT TONER A FIGURE SUDDENLY, A FLASH = HORROR-TWIETED '
CLINGING TO THE SHADOWS NAKES LIGHT GLIMMEPS... FEATURES OF - - MIGHAEL
ITS WAY TONARD THE LIGHT Ay |
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8O0 YOU'RE HERE, EH 7 ey e
WELL, '"LL TAKKE CARE j::i TSK!
OF YOU AND LAURIE _ “SED
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THS TIWE, FRIEND, BUT AS THE HANG - HE TRIPS ON LAURIE'S UN-
YOWRE NOT GET~ | : MAN STEPS FORN ONSCIOUS BODY ==
TING AWAY/ Cetide

AND THE AXE BITES INTO THE GROUND [ THINK I'D BETTER
WITHIN AN INCH OF HIS HEAD === CLEAN YOU P--
- AND FASTS




S | DONT LiKE PEOZLE WHO
B GIVING AXES AT ME-

THE ARTIIT CRASHES RIGHT TH
OWN CANNVAS!

HE CRITICISNS FAMOUS ARTISTE
MADE OF His WORK WARPED
HIE MIND! WE sET OUT T KILL
ALL THE PEOPLE MHE FOLT
WERE AGAINST M ! BUT
HE'S COMATTED HIS LAST
MURDER THE GALLOWS
YILL MARWK THE END OF
HIS BLooDy CAREER S




