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FINALLY, THE CAREENING CAB
: % REACHES|TS OESTINATION= ~
JEHOSHAPHAT. THA 22 7 PRECINGT 71 {
CABBEG DRIVIN/LIKE /4 S A= : ¥

{7 ' =
Ao o7 g : | 1

POLICE-ITS MOIDER-RIGHT Lt Faa Al TAKE (T BLOW, MR, JUSTe
IN MY CAB/ e : RN \WHAT'S THE TROUBLE,

THERE'S A STIFF IN THERE-HE WAS OKAY WHEN HE GOT C'MON, SERGEANT MCGINTY!
IN AND ASKED ME TO TAKE WM TO THE NEAREST & LET'S HAVE A LOOK!
@ STATION HOUSE-BUT HE'S DEAD NOW!




SAY, THERE'S A PIECE
OF PAPER CLENCHED
IN HIS FIST !

LOOKS LIKE HE NEVER
HAD A CHANCE TO EINISH
THAT NOTE! BUT, wHO 1S
JOHN? AND WHO'S THE
CORPSE®

GET WIM INTO THE

STATION-HOUSE, KIP/

WELL HAVE TO CALL IN
HOMICIDE ON THIS/

NHATS IN THAT
NOTE, BURLANDF

I DON'T HNOW THE ANGWER
TO YOUR FIRST QUESTION,
SARGE ! BUT WE CAN PROB.
ABLY FIND SOMETHING TO
IDENTIFY HIM ¢/ 3




AH, HERE IT IS-A
WALLET! HENRY SIMPSON
ARCHABOLOGIST /! _

HELLO, KIP/ WHAT-SIMPSON, SELPIN-? SHARRON=-?2 AH,
THE ARCHAEOLOGIST? HOLD ON, | | HERE IT IS~HENRY SIMPSON/
ILL SEE IF THERES ANYTHING ON' HM-M7? THERE'S ANOTHER

. HIM IN OUR MORGUE / NAME ON HIS CARD//

IF HE WAS AN ARCHAEOLOGIST, HE
WAS BOUND TO HAVE GOTTEN INTO
THE NEWSPAPERS, SO MAYBE
BARBARA SUTTON CASIEL}ELP

HELLO, KIP! ALL WE HAVE ON HIM; J.
IS THAT HE RETURNED WITH A
JOHN GRANT, FROM AN EXPEDITION
FOUR YEARS AGO-YES.THERE'S AN

HOTEL NORTHVILLE, EH? THANKS, BABS, YOUVE )| BBY LET'S GOTO THE NOTEL NORTHVILLE -
. TOLD ME ALL T WANT A THERE ISN'T A SECOND 10 ol




ol

HOW DO YE KNOW IF THIS GRAND LAMA = J'IJMPI.N\S” JUP'-'LEF{ :
THIS GRANT IS IN STRUCK IN SUCH A HURRY, = = MY HUNCH WAS
ANY DANGER, THE CHANCES ARE HE
DAGNABBIT® WON'T WASTE MUCH
TIME WITH
GRANT,

— — -
NOT QUITE! HE'S STILL BREATHING ! A FINE TIME TOCONDUCT | NOT QUITE,
SAY, NOTICE ANYTHING STRANGE A4Sk A QUIZ PROGRAM=-A SARGE.! HE'S
ABOUT THE WAY HIS HANDS - GUY IS DYIN’ AND - -~ COMING 10,
ARE TIED, SARGE? Now/

SUPPOSE You TELL US! YOUR THE GRAND LAMA! 1 sHOULD
ASSOCIATE, HAVE KNOWN-THE RUBY-~ §
JOHN GRANT,

THE BLOOD RED
WAS JUST :

MURDERED
BY A GRAND
LAMA/
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- 1
I\ GLAD THE |
CURSED THING
IS GONE!IFT
HAD MY WAY, TD
HAVE RETURNED
IT YEARS AGO!

-
WHATS ALL THESE
SHENANIGANS

( ANYWAYE

ABOUT,

£OR DAYS WE WANDERED IN THOSE BITTER COLD HILLS,
HITHERTO UNTOUCHED BY CIVILIZED MAN -WE WEFE
HOPELESSLY LOST!

IF WE CAN REACH THAT
MOUNTAIN PEAK, JOHN, WE
CAN SEE FOR MILES/

1T AuL STARTED FIVE YEARS AGO!
SIMPSON AND I WERE ON AN EXPLOR-
NG EXPEDITION IN TIBET/ SOMEHOW,
WE GOT SEPARATED FROM OUR A
PARTY IN THE LOFTY TIBETAN - BB

! MOUNTAINS ! __ /

IT-IT'S OUR LAST
HOPE, HENRY

OUR HEARTS ALMOST BURSTING IN OUR CHESTS, WE
ATTAINED THE SUMMIT, AND ==~
AR
: JOHN-A CITY-WE'RE
saveD!/!! __4

can

HOW WE MANAGED TO CRAWL THE REST OF THE WAY
INTO THE CITY, T'LL NEVER KNOW! BUT WE DID,
BEFORE WE LOST CONSCIOUSNESS !




WHEN WE REGAINED OUR SENSES, I DON'T KNOW HOW IT WAS WEEKS BEFORE WE RECOVERED! WE TRIED TO
MUCH LATER, IT WAS TO FIND OURSELVES IN A STRANGE THANK OUR RESCUER-A TIBETAN MONK-~
ROOM, TENDED BYAN EVEN STRANGER PERSON /
rtb Al bt WE CAN NEVER YOU OWE ME NOTHING<THE.
REPAY You! & CREED OF OUR TRIBE IS~

*MERCY AND PEACE” /!

I AMTHE GRANO LAMA OF THIS TRIBE/ )1 | HERE HE IS-THE IMAGE OF OUR
COME, T WiLL SHOW YOU YOUR REAL { | GOD! IT WAS HE WHO LED YOUR
A BENEFACTOR/ : STEPS T0 THIS CITY-FOR IN HIS

EYES 1§ "THE WISDOM OF

WE LOOKED AT THE WEIRD s THE EVES OF THE IDOL WERE MADE
IDOL-SUDDENLY, WE SAW s OF BLOOD-RED RUBIES/ THE MOST
SOMETHING THAT TRANS. N BEAUTIFUL GEMS WE #AD EVER SEEN/
FNEDBOTHOFUS! . <




HENRY WENT MAD// PULLED OUT HIS GUN-AND BEFORE HENRY, YOU FOOu~ N IVE GOT O HAVE
IoouwDoAmlNG, T THE LAMA {~=~ WHAT HAVE THOSE RUBIES!

mo AT MO GUGED AT
1 0
A CURSE ON You/! MY SPIRIT Wi
FOLLOW YOU WHEREVER YO
GO-LNTILTHE EYE:‘-ARI:‘. RE =~

HOW WE MADE OUR WAY BACK TO CiViki= NOW, WAIT A MINUTE-YOU DON'T EXPECT
ZATION=TLL NEVER KNOW/. SOMETHING -7 US TO BELIEVE A CURSE KILLED SIMPSON7?
SOMETIMES.? I THINK~2 PERHAPS THE - ~AND ALMOST GOT YOu?
MONK WAS RIGHT ABOUT THOSE EYES »=
THEIR WISDOM // AND NOW THE GRAND
meﬂild:ELF HAS CAUG ‘HT upP :
- — WITH Us /! .




/ ER-ID BETTER STICK
AROUND ANYWAY, SARGE!
JUST IN CASE cem

T EVERYTHNG WORKED

PERFECTLY/ NOW THEYRE B

BOTH MINE!

NO THANKS! WITH THE SACRED |

WE\.L IRYOU ~
ANT POLICE ~ *{ RUBIES GONE, MY LIFE 15 NO
N OROTECTION.? ) LONGER INDANGER!

YEAN-T'LL 60 BACK AND | I NOW, LETS COMPARE THIS TYPEWRITTEN
SEE WHAT HOMICIDE #AS NOTE 1 SWIPED FROM GRANT'S DESK,
10 REPORT,) WITH THE ONE IN b!MPGON S

+HAND/

LOOK AT THEM=-THE MOST
BEAUTIFLIL GEMS IN THE WORLD/

FOR YEARS, T'VE PLOTTED HOW 1
0 GET THEM-AT LAST IVE __
SUCCEEDED, AND NOBODY

CAN susPecT! i




YOURE WRONG, GRANT, J

ONE PERSON DOES _
W SUSPECT!

JUST BEFORE THE POLICE CAME~-

IN TIME TO CUT YoU ——
DowN’ /i

OH, YES WE CAN! PERHAPS YOU DIDN'T KNOW
THAT NOTWO TYPEWRITERS ARE ALIKE. JUST
LIKE HANDWRITING// THAT NOTE IN SIMPSON'S
HAND CAME FROM YOUR TYPEWRITER-~~

ED
SIHPSDE% :

UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU, MY

FRIEND, BURLAND, IS ALSO

FAMILIAR WITH THE TRICK OF

TlEltha YOUR HANDS BEHIND
YOUR OWN BACK !

YOU-YOU
CAN'T PROVE
A THING!




OFF, B

F

NOBODY'S GOING TO STOPME
ROM HAVING THEGE
HA-THAT FI

K, )
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YOU ALMOST G000 ND !
GOT ME THAT D LAND
SN TIME, MY FRIEND, '
L\ BUT YOU WON'T
SN GET A SECOND
CHANCE /

DEAD-AND NOT A MARK ON HIM- BUT WHAT COULD HE HAVE SEEN,
LOOKS LIKE HEART | | THAT FRIGHTENED HIM TO
FAILURE /! s DEATH? GRANT WAS ANY-
§ THING BUT THE WEAK=
HEARTED
TYPE S

PERHAPS HE SAW JUSTICE, THE STORY GRANT TOLD YOU, WAS TRUE-EXCEPT FOR

ONE DETAIL=IT WAS HE WHO COMMITTED THE
SACRILEGE AGAINST MY GOD./! NOT
SIMPSON /!

BLACK HooD/




NOW, MY GOD IS AVENGED AND
ONCE AGAIN SHALL WIS EYES
GIVE US WISDOM!

FAREWELL /

DON'T-YOU'LL
BE KILLED/ ),

AND S0 GRANT KILLED AND THEN DROPPED DEAD |

SIMPSON, PROBABLY WITH ) WITH REMORSE, HUH R~ ~ =

ATTELESCOPIC RIFLE-AND _/ SORRY, KIP YOU'LL HAVE TO

o STOLE THE GIVE HOMICIDE A BETTER
. ! STORY THAN THAT =

POLICE RECORDS, MAYBE-BJT NOTON THE
! OF JUSTICE. FOR, IN A FAR-OFF LAND-THE CRAGGY
STNESSES OF HILLS INTIBET-ATRIBE ONCEAGAIN
'mBHPSHEGODIHPEACEﬂHDHAPFINESS"

GONE-NOT A TRACE OF HIM =
BUT HOW? I CANT
UNDERSTAND..
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I KNOW IT WON'T, SARGE! THATIS WHY 1
WON'T EVEN BOTHER TELLING THE REST OF THE
STORY-IT'LL JUST HAVE TO GO ON THE RECORDS
AS AN UNSOLYVED MYSTERY.
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s AT THE ____NEAR |
23 AHE = o QN e ST AND
AN You READ. 2 . 'REED ST, gl
CQYP'!TI}::E ore § 1CK UPT” E’STOLEN i OF..
HEIBT D | GoD, THEPRE L .

—~ ’:. i o L S < e
(L. DO 50" YOU MUST FILL TN -

THE BLANK SPACES WITH FIVE
FOUR-LETTER WORDS,EACH OF WH\!CH MAY .B'E
SPELLED WITH THE LETTERS "OS -p-r %

F YOU LOOK CAREFULLY AT THESE o\ &
NUMBERS You A;r_Ak.w;mviRAmﬁf Y 4

__ FIRST NAMES oF 4
. GANG OF. 4

B 55?5# Réroaio_as _ :
CRIMINALS CAUGHT BY THE BLACK HooD.
.-‘AN YOU DETECT ALL i

SEVEN NAMES &

Rl
Do

N A CIE!ME. IF YOU o=
¢ THE TWO CORRECT
PRINT (AMES IN THE BOXESo—>

FIRST o pOWNWARD, i A
peAD ABINED "TTYNOT aNY GATH ATYNOY
g CO T b ‘FOr F1ITdNOI TTIM TV T ANY. NH
THE CeRS Y 4ES "HIOLVA TT3dS T4 ATTOH
| LET ' TaorMA g ANY YD TILIXY YIHM SO STVILING FH,
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| ok NG & | ‘sno‘gog T LAY WoLISANYN 23GWON -{S
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“INECASE OF THE
BEAUTIFUL
CORPSE/




“WHILE IN THE HI

DEOUT OF THE NOTORIOUS *PRETTY
BOV/FRAWLEY! e

> -

=

NOT BAD! THOSE PLASTIC
SURGEONS DID A REAL JOB/
MY NEW FACE LOOKS BETTER
THAN THE OLD ONE /

IM GOING TO ENTER THAT MR.AMERICA CONTEST{ WE
COULD USE THOSE 25 G'S TOTIDE US OVER
BEFORE WE PULL OUR NEXT JoB/

ILL WIN, ALL RIGHT/ PRETTY BOY | AND IN PRECINCT 71
FRAWLEY DOESN'T TAKE ANY
CHANCES! THAT TWENTY FIVE YOU'RE GOING TO €0
GRAND (S AS GO0D AS IN MR, AMERICA CONTEST,
MY POCKET/ KIP BURLAND! AND T
DONT WANT ANY 3
MORE BACK TALK ! | ¢
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MALE BEAUTIES! WHATS

THE WORLD COMING TO?




WHATS THE ANGLE RIGHT-T CONVINCED TH'CHAMBER IlL SEE HOW THE VOTING ON MR, AMERICA 1S
ON THIS STUNT, ROBBINS - ) OF COMMERCE IT WOULD PUT COMING | THE CONTEST 1S BEING SCREENED
PUBLICITY 2 NORTHVILLE ON THE MAP-LIKE BY TELEVISION, AND PEOPLE ALLOVERTHE
| THOSE BEAUTY CONTESTS DID COUNTRY ARE
FOR ATLANTIC CITY/ ALLOWED TO

NOT FER LONG, HE
WON'T BE! GET

THIS'LL HELP YA KEEP A BUT PATROLMAN BURLAND IN HELLO BOYS )/
CLOSE MOUTH! HIS WANDERINGS, 15 ATTRACT- IDLKETO /®
ED BY THE NOISES TOTHE REGISTER GULP-THE
MY VOTE! BLACK
HOOD!

WELL, WELh AN UNEXPE.TED
JOB FO




ONE VOTE COMING U/

COME ON, LET'S BEAT

IT BEFORE HE
COMES TOf

GONE-GUESS I WAS ELECTED
TO BE THE FALL GUY THAT
TIME/ :

T™M STUFFING THE
BAWLOT-BOX TODAY/
VOTE NUMBER

WHAT WERE THOSE HOODLUMS uP
TO, ANYWAY? HM-M-THERE'S A RART
OF YOTES HERE THEY JUST STUCK IN
FOR CONTESTANT#*3! 1L WONDER

WHY?




WHATS THAT? SOUNDS
LIKE GUN

ROBBINS! WHAT | ‘GULR.ITE CONTESTANT
HAPPENEDR oo ng;N'meEf HE'S

BUT. WHY WoULD TRAT MIGHT BE EXACTLY
ANYONE WANT TO [ THE REASON WE

KiLL 122 KE WAS :

THE MOST POPULAR

.~ ENTRY?

1 WAS IN THE NEXT ROOM, | DEAD AS A DOOR NAIL/
WHEN I HEARD LOOKS LIKE THIS CON=
TEST OF YOURS |8 GO-
ING TO GET MORE PUB-
= LICITY THAN You
BARGAINED FOR/

" LOOK, ROBBINS, THAT CO BURLAND, HES-ER-A VERY |

CLOSE FRIEND OF MINE/ T WANT YOU TO ENTER WIS

NAME IN THE CONTEST-BETWEEN US, WE MAY GET A
CLUE TO THE KILLER'S IDENTITY/! '




MEANWHILE-IN THE DRESSING ROOM OF CONTESTANT#8 { IF'T CANT GET THAT 25

GRAND ONE WAY, T\ GEY
THE HOODS WISE TO US, | HOOD ORNO Hooo, )| (

ANOTHER-IF YOU KNOW
PRETTY BOY! WE HAD IM STICKIN' / WHAT I MEAN/

| LATER, A NEW CONTESTANT TAKE IS PLACE BACKSTAGE -~

BQY, I FEEL SlklY AS HECK, DOING ' FIRSTGUY T WANT

THIS, BUT IT'S THE ONLY WAY ICAN A, TOSEEIS#8! o
STUDY THESE GUYS WITHOUT  _camo ;
AROUSING SUSPICION! -

THERE WE IS{ SAY, HE LOOKS VAGUELY
FAMILIAR-WHERE HAVE T SEEN
WIM BEFORE?

ON STAGE, EVERY- | | WHEW-THANK HEAVENS IM OFF.HAVEN'T T HOLY SMOKE! NOW I KNOW== |
BODY/ FINAL ROUND OF | | LEARNED A THING S0 FAR-EXCEPT#8 HES WAD HIS PUSS UPHOLSTERED/
THE CONTEST COMING OUT THERE! I KNOW.J'VE SEEN HIM BUT THATS PRETTY _

Rl _ BEFORE, BUT WHERE? 80Y FRAWLEY! _J
Q
(05)




BUT 1 THOUGHT FRAWLEY WAS | MEANWHILE, ROBBINS APPEARS ON-STAGE
'IDLE SMART FOR MURDER! WELL, ) TO PRESENT THE WINNERS AWARD/
THE BLACK HOOD'S GONNA :

THINGS ARE BEGINNING TO
ADD UP/ NOW I KNOW WY
THOSE THUGS WERE

STUFFING THE FIND OUT! PATIENCE, FOLKS! WE'LL HAVE THE WINNER,
BALLOT Box{ N MR.AMERICA, FOR YOU INA MOMENT/
i THE VOTES ARE BEING TALLIED UP
: _ / \ RIGHT NOW /
4 7
o \

-

L JUST A MINUTE, BOYS! TVE
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY
ABOUT THAT!

WE'LL SAVE YOU THE WHAT TH--A
TROUBLE! HAND OVER ROBBERY/




SORRY, PRETTY 8Oy / BUTX
DONIT LIKE GETTIN' SLUGGED §
WHILE MY BACK'S TURNED/ &

NOW, I'M GONNA FiX
THAT HOOD'S WAGON=
ONCE AND FOR
AlL=={f

=I'M MOKRE THAN
HAPPY TO OBLIGE!

FIGHT YOU
WANT=%

YOU'LL NEED ANOTHER ANYWAY, AL, THE
PLASTIC JOB, WHEN 1, PRIZE MONEY IS STiLL
YOU GET OUT OF : HERE -SAY, WHAT'S
PRISON! o " THIS?




UH-HERE YOU ARE, ROBBINS! | YES, THANKS HOQDY
I DON'T THINK YOU'LL HAVE I-AH-BETTER TAKE
ANYTHING MORE TOWORRY A THISTO Mvegoom

A WHILE

ONLY THING LEFT FOR ME TO
* DO, 1S BURN THE DOUGH-AND
GET RID OF MY GUN ! THEN TLL
LEAVE TOWN!

A NEAY, LITTLE SCHEME, ROBBINS/ | OKAY, SMART GUY! SURE
AND IT MIGHT HAVE WORKED, IFX I MURDERED WIM=BUT T
MADN'T SPOTTED THAT 4 WON'T DO You NO GOOD ,
- TO KNOW,
CAUSE -«

BLAST WiM! IF ONLY HE HADN'T INTERFERED,
FRAWLEY WOULD'VE GOTTEN AWAY, ANDI'D
HAVE BEEN (NTHE CLEAR !

THAT'S WHAT YOU THINK (/7







