D PATROLLING HIS BEAT.

A NEW FIGURE zocw& ONTO T\\E WORIZON OF LA AND ORDE!
OF MYSTERY..... THE GREATEST FORCE FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE THE WORLD HAS EVER
UT FIRST, OUR STORY STARTS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK,WITH OFFICER

by A Carny
AND

HOW DY, KIP, HOWS VOU GONNA REFEREE
TRICKS TODAY? THE PAL.BOUTS

- TOMGHT, OF -
T Teouontes FICER




TEN MINUTRS TILL MIDNIGHT, WELL,,
| QUESS 1L JUST MEANDER PAST
THE OLD WOODROW MANSION,
BEFORE | KNOCK OFF FOR
THE N\GHT /

COSTUME. I'D BET-
| TER INVESTIGATE...

STOP? WhY,BECAUSE | | WHAT 1S THIS, A
A MERE POLICEMAN
ORDERS ME TO?

MAN OR A CORPSE?

INSOLENT MEDDLER......
YOU SHALL PAY FOR
INJURING MY DIGNITY /

FOOL /YOU DARE TO
INTERFERE WITH THE
KULL / B

MAN OR CORPSE, INDEED /

INOUR BROTHER OFFICERS

[SHALL FIND YOU WITH THESE
FEW BAUBLESIN YOUR HAND.....
AND ARREST YOU FOR THE
CRIME | HAVE JUST
COMMITTED /




IVE BEEN LEADING THE POLICE SUCH
A MERRY CHASE,THAT THEYLL BE | |GOSH/KIP BURLAND/ |-
GLAD TO PIN MY CRIMES ONTO ANY [WITH A HAND FULL
VICTIM... THIS WILL BRING THEM OF DIAMONDS /
N A HURRY 'WHO DA THOUGHT
THAT OF HIM /

THERES NOTHING | (1 TELL
LOWER THAN TO YOU 1
USE YOUR UNIFORM ) WAS
AS A COVER,WHILE \FRAMED /!
O} ROB THE PEOPLE.

[YOURE PAID TO
e

BURLAND'S STORY MAKES AS POLWCE COMMISSIONER IT 1S
[SENSE... WE DONT HAVE MUCH] MY DUTY TO RELIEVE YOU OF
[EVIDENCE AGAINST HU, OTHER | [YOUR BADGE ... YOU WILL RE~-
PORT TO THE COUNTY JAIL. TO
GO ON TRIAL FOR GRAND

OUT ON BAIL /THEY WONT L\S~-
[TEN TO ME.OR GIVE ME A CHANCE
[TO EXPLAIN.THE ONLY WAY
1CAN CLEAR MYSELF, IS

BY BRINGING IN THAT g
WALKING CORPSE i

WHO FRAMED ME /¢

~ |
1

e

il




[ORENIGHT: | FUR WAREHOUSES DONT
; i} GET DELIVERIES AT,
THIS HOUR /THATS
AROBBERY....AND
|| MAYBE WY FRIEND
1S TIED UP WITH
3 W

COME OUT INTO THE OPEN, 3
RATS,| WANT ONE GOOD £
LOOK AT EACH OF YOUR 11
—

HEY, BOss/ @l FOOLS /1TS JUST
A RAID/ I8 ONE MAN. TAKE
B B CARE OF HiIM /

X YOU'LL NEED MORE THAN

YOU/YOU RE \ BULLETS TO PIERCE THE
THE MAN SKULLS CLOTHES/GET /

HIM,YOU INCOMPETENT




WHEN WE GET ACOUPLE
OF MILES UP THE POST
ROAD WELL TOSS

HiM ouT/

BT YEAN, WELL GIVE HIM A COUPLE,ON THE
R, FLY.TOO,FOR GOOD MEASURE /

1 HAD BETTER IN- HE'S STILL ALIVE,
VESTIGATE.... THEY | | BUT ONLY INSTANT
CAME FROM THE
DIRECTION OF
THE ROAD/

MEDICAL ATTENTION

1 PRAY THAT MY MEDICAL.
KNOWLEDGE DOES NOT
FAIL ME NOW /

EIGHT BULLETS OUT
OF HIM AND STILL




FOUR DAYS NOW, THAT HES BEEN WH..WH..WHERE AM 12

Lot
IN THE CABIN OF A HERMIT. MILES

DEEP IN THE WOODS.YOU CAME
LIKE A GANGSTER,AND YET

TAKEN FOR A RIDE /

ITIS EVIDENT THAT HE WAS

CLOGE TO DEATH LAD, BUT YOU'RE h—.—?
WELL ON THE ROAD TO
RECOVERY Now/

1OWE MY LIFE TO YOU,
60 YOU MIGHT AS WELL.
KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT
ME....| WAS A POLICEMAN,
UNTIL | WAS FRAMED FOR|
A ROBBERY BY SOME
CRIMINAL WHO LOOKS
LIKE ALWING CORPSE
THEN ALL THE YEARS
| SERVED THE PUBLIC
MEANT NOTHING.....

LOOKS LIKE A LIVING CORPSE,
ERZ THENTT MUST BE THE
SKULL.| KNOW HIM WELL.,
MANY YEARS AGO | WAS A

HE MADE ME AN OUT-
LAW. | SWORE THAT

1D STUDY AND WORK,
mb aecoma SMART

AND
THE SRULL MY FIGHT, 1 T00
REAGONS TO RATE HIM

HAVE

...BUT MY STUDIES TOOK A LONG
TlME,AND NOW THAT (M SMART

BATTLE OF LIFE, [VE BEEN
DEFEATED BY THE SkuLL /

B A/ Nor Kecesoruy, i vouna,
AND | CAN BE STRONG AGAIN,
[ TEACH ME WHAT YOU HAVE

TWSK\FMW‘ WSTRAINING BOTH TO REBULD WiS
STRENGTH,AND TO LEARN ALL

OF SCIENCE, AND ALL OF KNOW-
GREATEST

NO,SON. THE SKULL ONLY REP-

RESENTS CRIME....IF | TEACK
VOU WHAT | KNOW,YOU MUST
PROMISE TO USE YOUR m\w 57




TRARY MONTHS LATER

THE BLACK HOOD

L BORN

WITH THE NAME AND COSTUME DO THAT, AND YOU
(OF THE BLACK #OOD,YOU ARE || SHALL NOT REGRET HAVING
NOW A MAN OF MYSTERY..... MADE ME YOUR PUPIL......
[AND THAT YOU MUST REMAIN,

AND NOW, GOODBYE /
FOR ONLY MYSTERY CAN STRIKE >
TERROR INTO =
THE HEARTS £ /)
OF CRIM-

BE SURE YOU MAIL ALL THOSE IN-
VITATIONS JAMES,AND BE SURE
DECORATOR AND

UERADE PARTY FOR HER DEBUT,
IN TWO WEEKS....AND THE RICHEST




.. KINDLY NOTIFY YOUR
[OTHER GUESTS THAT
[\F TREY FAIL TO AT-

D THE PARTY, |
[SHALL VISIT THEM
LATER, PERSONALLY!

[THE SUTTONS SAY THAT | [IFIDONT WEAR ALL MY
SKULL KNOWS EX- JEWE\S,THE SKULL WiL\]

ACTLY WHAT JEWELS | [KILL ME AND STEAL

| POSSESS § MYJEWELS LATER /

TEN RICHEST
GUESTS WiLL
SE KILLED/

PR T
YQ!K.‘NE FIND THE BLACK
WG LIVES UNDER MALU&

IN-REW
|HO0D, BUT
FOR KIP BUR! 2HD ISAN OUTLAW,

/ANTED FOR GRAND LARCENY
AND BAIL JUMPING /

[ THE NERVE OF THE SKULL ARNOUN~
|CING HIS PLANS FOR THE SUTTON

[WHAT CANWE DO? KE SAYS
[THAT IF WE NOTIFY THE POLICE,
[OR 1F ANYONE WEO HAS NOT
ALREADY BEEN INVITED COMES
ITO THE DEBUT, THE

WELL HAVE 7O DO AS|

THE SKULL
WILL TAKE THE
JEWELS HE WANTS)

TIDST

5 6o TO 'ruE PARTY Y-
SELF/THE SKULL WILL

§ KILL ME IF | DONT/




WHY,DAVIO SEYMON/
THATS QUITE A NOVEL
ICOSTUME YOURE WEAR:
ING.ARE YOU FRIGHT- ¢

| YOU HAVE NO REASON TO BE

[FRIGRTENED, DAVID, AFTER ALL.
IYOU MAVE NOTHING THAT THE.
SKULL COULD POSSIBLY WANT/]

| GUBSS THATS ) CMON

YES GO AHEAD, YOU CHILDREN DANCE, 1DONT KNOW WHY,DAVID, Y { THATS STRANGE,
ALLTHE GUESTS HAVE NOW, BUT SOMEHOW | LIKE YOU 1SNT \T?
[BARBARA SO YOU WAVE TO GREET| > MUCH MORE TONIGHT THAN

ASYONE ELSE AT THE DOOR.LETS ALL . 1 EVER DID BEFORE/ [/

TRY TO HAVE AGOOD TME, EVEN

INTHE JUGULAR
VEIN WITH

A POISONED
PELLET/




HES IN WERE, ALRIGHT, DISGUISED 48|
[ONE OF THE GUESTS, AND HES USING
A BLOW GUN TO QUIET HIS VICTIMS,
THOSE PELLETS MUST BE DIPPED
IN A POISON THAT EATS AWAY

o0 DE}R!RS HAPPENED/HES “§f DONT FAINT YET, MRS. \[ |CANT BE BOTHERED NOW.
W WHOWILY BE NEXT/ SUTTON,WERE THE NEWs- || DAVID,BE ADEAR AND
ICANT STAND THIS./ 1 THINK PAPER PHOTOGRAPMERS, \| TAKE CARE OF THESE
M GOING AND WED LIKE YO HAVE YOUR | GENTLEMEN OF THE
i TO FANT/ A g
N > oz P\CTURES/ .

[ THE SUTTONS ARE CANDID CAMERA FIENDS)
TH! LIKE IT IF YOU BOYS GET UP ON THE
BALCONY AND TAKE ALL THE PICTURES
IYou VA}!‘\' ‘WHILE NOBODY 1S EXPECTING|
TH -

I THE SUTTONS ARE VERY PARTICULAR ABOUT
WHAT KIND OF PICTURES THEY ALLOW TO
BE PRINTED.....SO YOUD BETTER SET UP
ADARK ROOM AND DEVELOP ALL THE UNDER ALL
PICTURES RIGHT AFTER YOU TAKE THEM| [THIS STRAN/
ILL HAVE TO OKAY THEM ALL .~ -




IVE BEEN ROBBED/
[VE BEEN ROBBED/
IVE BE....LAW /

LOOR/HER WEAD) SHE SROULDK'T
g ( HAVE SWOUTED/

(S0’ oE NE\AT?)
WNDER /

ML SEE IF THE PROTOGRAPHERS|
HAVE CAUGHT ANYTHING
1CAN USE /

YOUVE GOT TO BE BRAVE
MRS SUTTON, EVERY THING
WOULD BE ALL RIGHT,

IF THE VICTIMS

DIDNT sCQtAM /

HES SMART,THIS SKULL .
DARNED SMART/ BUT
HIS CONCEIT IN LETTING

) THE PHOTOGRAPHERS

COME |5 GOING TO
PROVE WIS UNDOING/

DAVID, CANT YOU DO
[SOMETHING TO TRY
TO CATCH THE
SKULL?

WHY, DAVID /
1D LOVE
TO DANCE
| WITH YYou /

...... BUT [LLCATCH YOU /
N YOU GO /DOWN INTO
THAT JUG, GOOD AND
TIGHT./ AND DROP THAT
CIGARETTE HoLoeR |




WHATS GOING ON?Z ) ( DAVID/MOTHER 7
OHIOH ! oavo, von : ¢\ wnaT o EARTH |
DARE YOU/OH / [ 1S HAPPENING/
HELPY

DAVID MUST
BE THE

YOU'LL PROBABLY FIND YOUR
MOTHER SAFE AT HOME, BAR
, - [BARA, MAYBE JUST A BIT

LL SUFFER FOR (| |SHAKEN UP AND FRIGHTENED,

THIS, YOULL LIVE TO HATE BUT NOT HURT.._AND YOU'LL
THE DAY YOU WERE BORN/ | |FIND DAVID SEYMON AT HIS

DONT WORRY BARBARA, |

WONT TOUCH YOUR MOT!

1IUST WANT TO INTRO-
7\

FROM THE POLKE.._ AND......
GEE/ D LOVE TO
SEE HIM AGAIN /




-...AND SO\ GUESS THAT
[ENDS THE CAREER OF THE
SKULL .THE POLICE TOOK
HIM UNDER HEAVY GUARD
TO THE DEATH HOUSE/

| THOUGHT | OWED YOUALITTLE

ARE THE THINGS THAT TRIPPED
UP THE SKULL.HE HADHIS
CIGARETTE HOLDER FIXED
UP TO BLOW POISON DARTS.

I LOOK WHEREVER CRWME 15 BE:

I (] InLnasNOT VET ReEN,

BUILT FROM WHICH
Q\ THE SKULL

EXPLANATICN... THESE PICTURES

) BUT IFYOU WANT TO SEE ME}

SO THE BLACK HOOD \ SO, THE BLACK
O CRALLERGES|

WHO | REALLY AN, AND WHY | RUN|
FROM THE POLKE, | CANNOT TELL.|

YOU CAN LOOK FOR ME...
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